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Tigertales
President’s Message
Charlette Roman
Wow! We’re off to a great start this year!
Our “Sand Sea and Sky” partnership event
with Rookery Bay was filled to capacity with 36
participants.
FOT is a partnering organization in the SW
Florida Birding Festival. This years’ event had
double the number of participants from last
year. The birds cooperated and were out in full
splendor for the Tigertail Birding Field Trips.
For our first program of the season, Dr.
Mike Savarese gave us a riveting view of sea
level rise and its potential effects on coastal communities. The 65 people who attended also
learned about the importance of oyster beds for
formation of mangrove islands. Fascinating stuff!
“Sharing our Marco Island Paradise” is the
topic of Brad Cornell’s program on Feb. 15. Brad
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is looking forward to his first program with
FOT and the community.
Volunteers are gearing up for Buddy Day
on Feb. 22 in partnership with the Hideaway
Beach Community for 90 children.
FOT was contacted to give a Tigertail
Tour to a group attending a Conference at the
Marriott. I believe this is a first!
A special thanks to Ted Below for permitting us to print his article (see page 3).
I’d also like to extend a warm welcome to
our new Board member, Mary Ann Maniace.
She joins us with talent and enthusiasm.
Thanks so much for your continued support and interest. Without you, none of this
would have been possible. I hope to see you at
our March 4th Celebration !

Charlette Roman—President
Kathy Apy—Vice President
Cindy Daly—Treasurer
Ken & Susan Kubat—Secretary
Russ Colombo—Membership
Jeanine Stone
Regina Reiley
Dick Stone
Linda Colombo
Mary Ann Maniace

Tigertail Beach/Sand Dollar selected for the Great Florida Birding Trail

Grand Opening Celebration set for Saturday March 4th
After years of anticipation, the Great Florida Birding Trail is complete. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
(FWC) unveiled the final segment of the trail on January 14 at a groundbreaking ceremony at Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary.
The newly unveiled south section features 116 sites and winds through 12 counties in South Florida. Marco’s own Tigertail
Beach made the cut in what was described as a competitive selection process. According to Victor Heller, Assistant Executive Director
for the FWC, hundreds or possibly even a thousand quality bird-watching sites applied for consideration.
Here’s the description of Tigertail Beach from the new trail guide:
“One of the best all-around birding spots in southwest Florida. The tidal lagoon at the “beach” offers great views of shorebirds
including Wilson's, piping and snowy plovers, as well as least terns, roseate spoonbills, red knots, and a host of other sought-after species. Peregrine falcons ply their trade among the terns and gulls, while osprey, bald eagles, and pelicans dive offshore. This corner of
Marco Island is a true “hotspot” during migrations, and rarities occur here often. When visiting this site, be aware that the actual
shoreline beyond the lagoon is a state-owned critical wildlife area designed to protect the nesting colonies of some of the species of
concern mentioned here. Please respect all beach closings and practice good birding etiquette.”
Join us for our local celebration at Tigertail Beach on Saturday, March 4. If you have ever wanted to
try birdwatching, this is your chance! Beginning at 8:30 am, beginners, families and the experienced birdwatcher will each have the chance to join a birdwatching group at their comfort level for an educational
experience of a lifetime. At 10:00 am, we’ll officially recognize our volunteers and partners at a Grand
Opening Ceremony at the kiosk. After the short ceremony, get a fabulous look at what we are celebrating
through a birding scope set up along the lagoon’s edge, or participate in a tour and discover the “Magic of
Tigertail.” This event will take place rain or shine.
For more information on Tigertail Beach, visit www.FriendsofTigertail.com, or to download the new
trail guide, visit www.GreatFloridaBirdingTrail.com.
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UPCOMING EVENTS...
February 15: Brad Cornell, Collier Audubon Society, will present a program on “Sharing
Sharing our Marco Island Paradise”
Learn about the link of wetlands to water quality, Collier County resource planning, responsible eco tourism, and the
significance of Tigertail Beach’s selection for the Great Florida Birding Trail. Mackle Park, 7:00 pm, free.
March 4: Islanders celebrate Tigertail Beach /Sand Dollar as new site on the Great Florida Birding Trail. Grand Opening
Celebration and partner recognition ceremony, 10:00 am, Tigertail Beach Kiosk.
March 15: David Southall, Collier County Museum, will present a program on “Estuarine Ecosystems.” Explore the food
web and mysteries of this unique system. Mackle Park, 7:00 pm, free.
April 1: Bay Days Coastal Clean-up Stewardship Event

Visit us at www.FriendsofTigertail.com for the latest information on these programs and other activities.

FOT Trophy premieres at this year’s Marco Island Shell Show
See fascinating scientific exhibits of
shells from Marco Island and all
around the world, as well as
breathtaking artistic creations at
this juried shell show! Lots of
shells, crafts, and jewelry for sale,
too, along with wonderful raffle prizes.

Church

The show will be held at the Marco Presbyterian Church, 875 West Elkcam Circle, Thursday—
Saturday, 23-25 March,10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
This year, your Board of Directors voted to
sponsor a major award for the Shell Show. The
Friends of Tigertail Trophy will be presented to the
most outstanding self-collected Marco Island Shell
of the Show in the Scientific Division. It may be
chosen from a shell collection or from the single
shell category.
If you would like to enter an exhibit, contact
Linda Shockley, Marco-sheller@earthlink.net or
394-5416, for an application. Deadline for entries is
March 13.
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FREE Admission & Parking for Shell Show!

Volunteer Education:
Rookery Bay to offer Florida Master Naturalist Program
Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve is offering the
Coastal Systems Module of the Florida Master Naturalist Program March 7
– 28, 2006. Taught by instructors certified through the University of Florida’s IFAS extension, the program promotes awareness, understanding
and respect for Florida’s natural world using science-based information
and interpretive techniques that prepare students to share their knowledge with others.
The 40-hour program is being offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 8:30 – 4pm, and includes a combination of classroom learning, field
trips and practical experience in interpretation based at the Rookery Bay
Environmental Learning Center. The program is open to adults (18 years
and up) and the cost is $200. Space is limited and registration is required
by February 21, 2006. For more information contact Rookery Bay at (239)
417-6310.

New Board Member Announced
Mary Ann Maniace (her friends call her
M.A.) brings over 20-years of corporate
experience to the FOT Board of Directors. She’s been recognized nationally
for her accomplishments in computer
technology. She moved to Marco Island with her family because of her love
of our beautiful beaches. Mary Ann
shares a passion with the members of
the Friends of Tigertail for stewardship
of our most vulnerable and unique
natural environments.
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Coastal Waterbirds and Hurricane Wilma
By Ted Below Avian Ecologist, Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve
This Class III hurricane was the
first major tropical cyclone to hit the
Southwest Coast of Florida since Donna
in 1960. Having sat out these two severe
storms in Naples, can honestly say that
they were quite different both created
considerable damage to structures and
vegetation. In this document I do not
intend to comment about the effects of
Wilma on the area other than to address
what has or has not happened to the
coastal waterbirds that we (my wife Ginnie and I) have studied for the last 32
years. After an event like this several
questions about birds are common:
What happens to the birds, were birds
forewarned and able to adjust and how
the birds deal with the storm? The following tries to address these questions.
Having such a large database for
coastal waterbirds taken over a long period of time, allows for an in-depth analysis of specific events not only both before
and after but also comparison to normal
conditions to determine how and if the
birds were effected. Unlike the birds,
humans had advance warning of the
hurricane and therefore we were able to
census several areas before and after, to
try and determine the immediate results.
Even with such disruption to the coast,
regular field work was conducted and a
number of additional censuses of Sand
Dollar Spit and Naples Beach were
added. A number of colony/roosts
(Rookery Bay, ABC Islands, Henry Key)
were examined to determine the amount
of damage and bird mortality. The coast
was also inspected and photographed
from Gordon Pass to Lostmans River (85
km., 53 miles) both by boat and small
airplane. The following comments are
derived from the above.
The most pronounced effect observed was the destruction to the coastal
vegetation especially mangroves. Much
of the mangrove has turned brown,
many of the small islands have suffered
extensive damage with both uprooted
trees and a lot of broken braches that
made the bird islands almost impenetrable. It was possible to work through the
colony/roosts and look for dead birds
and this is where most of the initial effects of Wilma on coastal birds were
noted. In all 418 dead birds were recorded; ABC Islands 99, Henry Key 95,
Sand Dollar Spit 18.
Note: In an article in the Palm
Beach Post 10/29/05 a local resident of
Chokoloskee was quoted as saying that
thousands of dead birds were observed

along miles of the Chokoloskee Causeway. This prompted my wife and I to
survey the 1.5 miles of causeway, we
recorded 206 birds not thousands; this

shows what is often a problem between
trained and untrained observers. All but
two of the birds recorded in the colony/
roosts and along the causeway were
waders (herons, egrets and ibis) almost
all were killed by either being blown into
or being crushed by vegetation (10 just
off the causeway appeared to have been
killed by cars, most likely dazed and staggering around on the road). There was
no oblivious cause of death for the Sand
Dollar birds but this is a lot for one census
(the average is three).
The censuses before and after the
storm at both Sand Dollar and Naples
Beach actually showed a small increase in
the coastal waterbirds using the sites. A
good but small example; Piping Plovers at
Sand Dollar before Wilma 21 were recorded; two days after 30 were recorded;
on both of these censuses the same
color-banded individual was observed
indicating that this bird made it. Conversely the regular censuses right after
the hurricane at the colony/roosts
showed a slight decline in the waders
coming in at sundown. In a way this is
surprising as these patterns are what
occur in a normal year and apparently
the storm did not immediately alter normal seasonal trends. In OctoberNovember many winter residents are
arriving into the area, this did not change
which was demonstrated on the beaches
and sandbars; thus the increase in some
of the birds (shorebirds, gulls and terns).
The waders using the colony/roosts peak
in late August and then slowly decline
until the next year; this accounts for the
slight continuing down turn.
To answer the three questions
from the first paragraph (noting that the
answers apply to this storm and the immediate effects):
1. The above relates what apparently happened to the coastal waterbirds
at least in the near term. That less than
one percent of the birds in the area were
killed and comparison to the long term
data has not shown any effects on their
numbers; it appears that hurricane Wilma
had little effect on the overall population
of coastal waterbirds. It should be noted
that although we recorded 418 dead
birds most likely many more also died but
were not found.
2. All of the evidence indicates
that, at least coastal waterbirds have no

idea that a hurricane (or bad weather) is
coming. Often before approaching
storm, birds can be observed going
about their normal actives as they were
for Wilma.
3. There is some information as to
what birds do in really bad weather, but
not a lot. One example; there are some
reports that right after the peak of a hurricane, small land birds appear at feeders.
At our house we have a feeder inbetween the house and a dense Fishtail
Palm, during the storm sparrows, Cardinals and Blue Jays sheltered in the palm
and were out on the feeder before
Wilma’s winds dropped to 40 mph. and
the doves were feeding on the ground at
the same time. It is safe to assume that
the majority of land birds take shelter in
heavy vegetation of some sort. For beach
and sandbar birds there is little direct
evidence but very few dead ones were
found; it would be logical to suppose that
they find cover in the lee of something
nearby (debris, plants, small depressions
in the sand, sand dunes etc.)
Unfortunately one cannot be out
there to document it. Walking through
the colony/roost islands told the story;
the waders had gone to roost at sundown as usual. Wilma hit in the early
morning before first light catching the
birds roosting; trees up-rooted, branches
broke and a few of the birds were caught
in the falling wreckage and killed. This is
what was found both north and south of
Marco Island. The species most affected
were White Ibis (55% of the dead birds at
the ABC islands) then Great Egrets (26%
same location); it is easy to understand
why the ibis as they are the most numerous species that roost at night throughout the year and for October are 73% of
the total birds. But why were there so
many Great Egrets when this bird is only
2% of the total birds spending the night
in October?
The questions go on and on. For
instance: There were (and are) many
more Brown Pelicans in the area than
usual for October; only two dead pelicans were recorded (Chokoloskee Causeway) how in the world did they manage?
In the weeks following the storm large
numbers of Great and Snowy Egrets (the
most ever for November in 27 years)
have been counted coming in at sundown at Rookery Bay, what is going on?
Wilma has shed some light on
coastal waterbirds and hurricanes but like
most things in the natural world, more
questions are generated than answers.

Friends of Tigertail Beach, Inc.
P.O. Box 722
Marco Island, FL 34146

We’re on the web!
www.friendsoftigertail.com
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Islanders, mark your calendars!
Tigertail Beach has just been selected as a new site on the Great Florida Birding Trail,
and the community is celebrating with our partners!
Grand Opening Celebration set for Saturday, March 4th, 10:00am Tigertail Beach!

