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Mark your calendar for the next 
Friends of Tigertail Beach Cleanup 
on Saturday, July 16th from 8 a.m. 
until noon. Volunteers meet at the    
kiosk. Bottled water,  garbage bags 
and work gloves will be provided.  

Changes on FOT Board of Directors:  Susan Purvis, Burt Robbins and Betty Rosa have stepped down from the Board.  

FOT thanks them for their years of service and dedication.  We wish them well in their new ventures. 

Update on New Boardwalk & Bathrooms:  As reported in our Spring issue, construction of the new boardwalk at the 

southern end is on schedule.  As of now, the bathrooms are not being built.  

How We Can Help Nesting Shorebirds (from Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission):  

¶ Never enter areas posted with shorebird/seabird signs. 

¶ In designated areas where  driving on the beach is allowed, avoid driving on or beyond the upper beach.  

¶ In designated areas where driving on the beach is allowed, drive slow enough to avoid running over chicks.  

¶ Keep dogs on a leash and away from areas where birds may be nesting. 

¶ Keep cats indoors and do not feed stray cats. 

¶ Properly dispose of trash to keep predators away. 

¶ Do not fly kites near areas where birds may be nesting. 

¶ When birds are aggravated, you are too close. 

 

 FOT hosted our Second Annual 
Member Appreciation Event on April 
11th.   Many thanks to Susan LaGrotta 
and Fran Huxley for all of their hard 
work to make this a wonderful event.  If 
you werenõt there, you can read more 
about it on page 4.  
 FOT hosted three classes of fourth 
graders from Tommie Barfield Elemen-
tary School at Tigertail Beach.  To learn 
more, go to page 5. 
 Carole Talkowski, Membership Chair,   
has written an article to alert you about 
plans to change the Membership Re-
newal post card.  You can find her article 
on page 5.   
 Included in this newsletter are an 
update on the new boardwalk at Tiger-
tail Beach and FWCõs recommendations 
on how we can help protect our nesting 
shorebirds.  Plus a warm welcome to our 
new members.   
 Again, thank you for your support 
and looking forward to seeing you at  
Tigertail! 

  

The FOT Board wishes you and your  
family a happy, safe and healthy summer. 

Although season has been winding 
down, FOT has been busy in preserving, 
protecting and educating the public 
about Tigertail Beach. 

New officers have been elected to 
the FOT Board of Directors.  I am staying 
on as President, Susan Kubat is Vice Presi-
dent, Eliot Huxley is Secretary and Ken 
Kubat is Treasurer.  You can read about 
more board changes at the bottom of 
this page. 

With a new Sea Turtle nesting sea-
son upon us, did you know Sand Dollar 
Spit was a key nesting area last year?  
You can read more about it on page 2. 

Burt Robbins reported that Sally  
Moneymaker, a FOT member, received 
the Marco Island Shell Clubõs Friends of 
Tigertail award.  To learn more,  you can 
read his article on page 3. 
 On April 9th, FOT had a very success-
ful òBay Days-Keep Collier Beautiful-Earth 
Day Eventó with 38 volunteers!  You can 
read more about this in Susan LaGrottaõs 
article on page 3. 

Go to:  www.friendsoftigertail.com  for 
the latest news and information about 
our upcoming events.  

http://www.friendsoftigertail.com
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Loggerhead Sea Turtles & Sand Dollar Spit by Debbie Roddy, President 
 
Last year Marco Islandõs Loggerhead Sea Turtle nesting and hatching season ended on October 2nd with the last 
viable nest hatching on that date.  It was considered a moderately successful year, despite  the Deepwater Horizon 
oil leak and beach re-nourishment at Hideaway.  A total of 46 nests were on Marcoõs beaches, with 26 (56.5%) locat-
ed on Sand Dollar Spit!  Of the total nests, 39 hatched successfully for a total of 1,205 hatchlings completing their 
trek into the Gulf.  
  
The beaches of Marco have long been an important nesting area for the Loggerhead.  This threatened sea turtle 
emerges from the Gulf to nest each summer.   Officially, nesting and hatching season starts May 1st and ends Octo-
ber 31st.   With the Gulf of Mexico warming up early this year, Loggerhead Sea Turtle nesting season has started ear-
ly.   As of the May 17ñ23 update, 7 nests are already on Marcoõs beaches.  The female crawls onto the beach late at 
night to lay her eggs.  A Loggerhead can deposit an average of 100 ping pong ball sized eggs in a single nest.  She  
typically lays 2 to 3 nests per season on a 2 to 3 year cycle.   After approximately 60 days, the eggs begin to hatch.  
When the sand starts to cool, typically in the late evening, the hatchlings scratch their way out of the nest coming 
out as a group.   (My husband describes it as a òjail break.ó)  As the baby turtles leave the nest they instinctively 
search for the Gulf by looking for natural light shining off the water.  
 
When hatchlings reach the Gulf, they start their long trip around the Florida peninsula  to the Atlantic Ocean.  They 
spend their first few days of life swimming directly offshore.  When they arrive, the baby turtles crawl into mats of 
drifting algae, called sargassum.  Thatõs where they spend their first years of life, just drifting on their natural rafts and 
feeding on nearly everything they catch in the sargassum.  When they reach the juvenile stage, Loggerheads leave 
their protective rafts and travel to inshore feeding grounds where they stay until reaching adulthood.  Upon reach-
ing the age of 12ñ30 years old, adult females return to the beach where they hatched to lay their own nests.  Surviv-
ing to adulthood is rare.  It is estimated that only one in a thousand hatchlings reach adulthood.  
 
Guidelines to ensure another successful nesting and hatching season:     
 
¶ Any lights visible to the beach after 9 p.m. should be turned off, shielded, or otherwise modified between the 

dates of May 1 through October 31.  
¶ Outside lights that cannot be turned off for safety reasons can be temporarily shielded with foil, hoods or paint-

ed with black heat resistant oven paint on the beach -facing side. 
¶ Low wattage yellow lights (preferably low pressure sodium vapor lights) are less attractive to sea turtles and 

good replacements for white lights.  
¶ Closed blinds and curtains can shield bright interior lights that normally shine onto the beach.  
¶ Outside wall and ceiling balcony lights should be off by 9 p.m.  
¶ To ensure compliance, property managers, beach vendors and residents, should step out on the beach at 9 p.m. 

to view their respective area to determine what lights need shading or turned off.  If you can see direct light or 
your shadow on the beach, the light is too bright!  

¶ The sea turtles need a beach free of any barriers that would prevent nesting.  Beach furniture, toys, tents, any 
other equipment and all garbage should be removed from the beach EVERY night. 

¶ If you witness a turtle crawling out of the gulf or digging a nest, remain quiet and at a distance and never stop a 
turtle that is returning to the water.  Movements and noises can easily frighten a female sea turtle and prevent 
nesting. 

¶ No flashlights, flash photography or cell phone lights should be used on the beach and lights should never be 
pointed at sea turtles or to light a nest. 

¶ To report dead or injured sea turtles or disoriented hatchlings, please immediately call Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) at 1-888-404-3922 or the Marco Island Sea Turtle Monitor, Mary Nelson at 239-
289-9736. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

                                                                        

 

                                                               Picture courtesy of Marco Giuliano/  
                                                                        Fondazione Cetacea  
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 Friends of Tigertail Award  - 2011 Marco Island Shell Club Show by Burt Robbins, Member 

Sally Moneymaker won the Friends of Tigertail sponsored tro-
phy for finding an albino Florida worm snail, Vermicularia 
knorrii (Deshayes, 1843).  She found the shell on Kice Island, an 
island adjacent to Marco, and entered an exhibit in the 31st 
annual Marco Island Shell Club Show in March. 
 
When asked about the award, all Sally could say is, òWhatõs all 
the fuss about?  Itõs only a worm shell.ó  But the judges knew 
otherwise and later told her that it was indeed a very rare shell.  
She added òI never would have guessed it was a rare shell, but 
I decided to include it in my exhibit of other albinos.ó  It was a 
good thing she did because everyone in attendance was able 
to learn more about the rarity of albino shells.  
 
Sally is the third award recipient who is a member of both the 
Marco Island Shell Club and Friends of Tigertail. 
 
The Friends of Tigertail trophy is awarded by independent 
judges for the most outstanding shell of the show, self-
collected on Marco Island. 
 

Sally Moneymaker with Friends of Tigertail 
Award and her prized shell. 

(Photo by Burt Robbins) 

April 9th Bay Days - Keep Collier Beautiful - Earth Day Beach Cleanup by Susan LaGrotta, Stewardship Chair 

Friends of Tigertail hosted the 21st anniversary of òBay DaysñKeep Collier BeautifulñEarth Day Eventó from 8 a.m. 
until noon.  Thirty -eight (38) volunteers, including our Board of Directors, members, locals and visitors were eager 
participants.  After signing in, volunteers were armed with gloves, bags and bottled water to tackle the trash.  
 
The morningõs efforts to clean up the beach resulted in twelve large bags of trash being collected.  FOT had its 
youngest beach cleanup volunteer ever, a three year old accompanied by two older sisters and her parents visiting 
from England. 

 
Debris collected included cans, beer bottles, cigarette butts, pieces of clothing, flip flops, plastic bags, bottle caps, 
straws, cigars, pieces of Styrofoam and paper.  Volunteers also reported a large wooden pallet and a tire on the 
north end of the beach along the gulf side.  
 
One of the  highlights of the morning was FOT board members honoring Collier County Park Ranger Carol Buckler 
with a certificate of appreciation for her years of service and dedication to the protection and conservation of the 
environment, especially at Tigertail Beach and Sand Dollar.  Ranger Buckler has served as a Collier County Park 
Ranger for  twelve years.  In the Marco Island area, she is responsible for monitoring the County Road 951 Boat 
Ramp, the South Beach Access and Parking Area, the Caxambas Pass Boat Ramp Park, the Goodland Boat Ramp 
Park, in addition to Tigertail Beach.  Ranger Carolõs knowledge of the coastal ecosystem and public safety is an as-

set to both Collier County and City of Marco Island.   

Linda Turner & Gerry Swiacki signing up 
with Susan LaGrotta 

(Photo by Marty Roddy) 

John Ginn with daughters 
Reagan & Rieann 

(Photo by Marty Roddy) 

Ranger Carol with her award and  
Debbie Roddy 

(Photo by Marty Roddy) 
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Friends of Tigertailõs Second Annual Member Appreciation Event by Debbie Roddy, President 

Friends of Tigertail held their second Annual Member Appreciation Event on Monday, April 11, 2011 at the Tigertail 
Beach Café from 6 p.m. to sunset. 
 
Members enjoyed the camaraderie, food and beverages.  Debbie Roddy, President, commented òUsually FOT mem-
bers are involved with our environmental education programs or quarterly beach cleanups.  This is the one event 
sponsored by Friends of Tigertail where all of our members can just relax and meet others who have a common inter-
est ð preserving,  protecting and educating others about Tigertail Beach.ó 

 
Susan LaGrotta, Stewardship Chair, and Fran Huxley, a board member, volunteered to put this event together to show 
the organizationõs appreciation for membership support.  Debbie Roddy said òSusan and Fran did a wonderful job of 
planning this event from designing the invitation to selecting the menu and ensuring everyone had a wonderful 
time.ó 
 
Eliot Huxley, FOT Secretary and roving reporter, talked with several members about the event.   
 
Ken Kubat, Treasurer, commented òThis is a very nice event.  It is so nice to have the members of Friends of Tigertail 
get together for a social event.  Our organization is very important in maintaining the pristine quality of Tigertail 
Beach and safeguarding the environment.ó  Fran Huxley added òIt is good to see old friends and nice to meet new 

ones.  It was fun to work on this!ó 
 
Even though it was a social event, the preservation and protection of Tigertail was on everyoneõs mind.  Kathy Apy, a 
board member, commented òThis is a beautiful piece of beach that we need to preserve and its worth the effort.ó  Su-
san LaGrotta added òIõm very happy to be part of a group of people that treasures this beach ð it doesnõt exist any-
where else.ó  Her husband, Victor, said òFriends of Tigertail works hard, itõs a thankless job and they deserve a party 

like this.  I really admire all the members.ò    

 

FOT members enjoying the evening. 
(Photo by Marty Roddy) 

Susan LaGrotta (L) & Fran Huxley (R)  
calling a raffle ticket winner.  

(Photo by Marty Roddy) 

The celebratory cake at the event. 
(Photo by Marty Roddy) 

Burt Robbins (L), with his wife Joan (C), 
receiving a Certificate of Appreciation 
from Debbie Roddy (R) for service and 

dedication on the FOT Board.        
(Photo by Marty Roddy) 

Betty Rosa with her       
Certificate of Appreciation 
for  service and dedication 

on the FOT Board.     
(Photo by Marty Roddy) 


